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Undocumented Mexican Immigration Timeline 

Late 1800’s 
Inspection stations set up 
at the Mexican-U.S. 
Border 

1929 - 1940 
First mass deportation of 
Mexicans due to the 
Great Depression 

1942 - 1964 
The Bracero Program, a 
guest-program treaty 
during WWII, provided 
farm and railroad 
workers for the U.S.  The 
Program ended due to 
mistreatment, decreased 
need for farm workers, 
and undocumented 
immigration. 

1954 – 1960’s 
- Operation Wetback was 
the U.S. government 
response to try to stop 
Mexican migration.  Four 
million Mexican 
immigrants were 
deported. 
- Assembly plants were 
built in Mexican border 
towns to provide cheap 
labor and goods for U. S. 
companies as the Bracero 
Program ended. 

 

1980s – 1990s 
1980s - Mexico 
experienced its worst 
recession since the 
1930s.  
1986 – Immigration 
Reform and Control Act 
granted amnesty to 2.7 
million people with 
undocumented status.  
Also penalized employers 
who hired 
undocumented workers. 
 

1990s - The NAFTA 
agreement is ratified. 
Mexico experienced an 
economic crisis and 
wealth still remained 
mostly concentrated 
among the elites. 
1994 – New programs 
increased border patrols 
and deterrents such as 
fencing in busy crossings 
forced illegal crossing to 
more remote and 
dangerous locations. 

2000 to Present 
Comprehensive 
immigration reform 
efforts failed in Congress 
that called for a guest-
program, enhanced 
security and a path to 
citizenship. 
2008 – Increased 
prosecution of border 
crimes and human 
smuggling.  
Present – Increased 
deportation of 
undocumented 
immigrants. 
Increased efforts to 
construct a border wall. 


