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Classroom Lesson Modules for Grades 6-12, Lesson 2

Teacher Resource 1

parents are
undocumented
imigrants

-- Coyotes took
them across the
border, crossed
the desert and

settled in North

Mari and her family live in

constant fear of being
discovered and deported.

come true. Mari's parents
are put in jail. The mother
is charged with being an
acomplice of the smugglers
and her father for resisting
t

The family is deported
back to Mexico. The
parents decide not to
leave the two
American born
daughters in the U.S

for 8 months. Have not
heard from her since she
tried to get back to the
u.s.

-Mother went back to
Mexico because Mari's
grandmother was very ill

-Misses her and her
stories about why they
migrated to the U.S.

- It's been 10 and a half
months with no news about
her mother.

- The family fears her dead,
except for Mari.

After over a year of
waiting, Mari's mother is
returned by smugglers
who had held her in

captivity and abused her.

Mari is glad that the family is

came when she was very
little.

-Kids at school made fun
of her calling her "illegal
alien"

-Feels alone and
conflicted about being
Mexican.

Mari has the
courage to go alone
to collect her
mother from the
smugglers.

Security that she is also
undocumented risking being
put in jail or sent to Mexico in
order to tell her mother's
story and try to gain her
parents' release from jail.

-Father worries he will be
deported and the girls
will be left alone

- Has 2 little sisters
born in the U.S.

- Takes care of them

-He forbids Mari from
mailing her letters for
fear of being traced and
found

- Afraid they will not
remember their
mother when she
returns so tries to fill
the gap by telling them
her mother's stories

involved in local politics

—_—

Father's anger and
frustration at what
happened to his wife
makes him short
temper and impatient
with Mari

The girls are
having a hard time
adjusting to their
new country but
are hopeful to be
able to return
when they turn 18
and can claim their

hoping to make a difference
in his country.

together but her heart is
divided. She feels her home is
both Mexico and the U.S. She
hopes to return someday.

He hopes the girls can
return to the US & get a

American
citizenship.




