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Dear California Educators, 

In order for students of all backgrounds to succeed and to thrive, a safe and inclusive learning 
environment is essential. Recent developments, including a proposed Muslim travel ban and a 
ramping up of immigration enforcement activities, have created an atmosphere of xenophobia 
not seen in the United States for many decades. 

Bullying, harassment, intimidation, and other hate-based incidents in schools have risen 
sharply—and this disturbing trend is creating anxiety and fear for children, youth, and families 
from immigrant and refugee backgrounds, including those who are second- and third-
generation Americans. Schools are witnessing firsthand the impact of these developments, and 
many are grappling with how best to respond.

Across California and the country, many school districts, schools, and school staff are taking 
affirmative and proactive steps to ensure that immigrant students and families feel safe and 
welcome within their schools and communities. 

Our teachers are on the front line, having to respond to students who come to school fearful 
and stressed from what is happening in their communities and what they hear in their homes. 
We hope that the lesson plans, socio-emotional guide and resources contained within this 
toolkit are a valuable source of information and support, enabling our teachers to address 
the issues facing our students and their families. Teachers will have the tools to respond 
academically and emotionally to their students, one-on-one and within the school instructional 
program. We know these materials in this manual will encourage schools to be the safe and 
welcoming spaces that all of our students deserve.
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